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COLONIAL MATOES OP PHILADELPHIA. 

SAMUEL RHOAD3, 1774. 

BY HENRY D. BIDDLE. 

John Rhoads (Roads or Roades, as the name was fre- 
quently written), the grandfather of Samuel Rhoads, emi- 
grated towards the latter part of the seventeenth century, 
accompanied by two sons, from Winegreaves, County 
Derbyshire, England, to Pennsylvania, where he purchased 
lands, and lived in Darby. Two other sons had preceded 
him in coming to America. He had become a member of 
the Society of Friends before his departure from his native 
country, and had suffered persecution on account of his 
change of faith. He died in Darby, October 27, 1701. All 
of his four sons had large families, and there are at present 
in this country numerous descendants of his, most of whom 
adhere to the Friendly or Quaker proclivities of their pro- 
genitor. 

The Rhoads family was one of note in England, and of 
great antiquity, having nourished for several centuries in 
the counties of Nottingham, Lincoln, York, and Derby, 
successively. 

John Rhoads, the second son of John the emigrant, 
married in Philadelphia, September 10, 1692, Hannah Will- 
cox, and Samuel Rhoads, the subject of this sketch, was 
their fifth son and child, and was born in Philadelphia in 
1711. He became a carpenter and builder, though he did not 
confine his attention exclusively to this business, but ap- 
pears to have branched out into mercantile adventures, 
speculations in real estate, etc. He was an early member 
(elected prior to 1736) of The Carpenter's Company of Phila- 
delphia, and from 1780 until his decease was its president 
(or master, as it was termed) and treasurer, the two offices 
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being then combined. "William Rawle, in his biography of 
Thomas Mifflin, alludes to him as a " merchant of Philadel- 
phia," was personally acquainted with him, and was the 
attorney employed by the family in the settlement of his 
estate after his decease. We have in our possession letters 
addressed to him from correspondents in Barbadoes and 
Antigua, of the year 1764, showing that he had business 
relations with those islands at that time. He was also em- 
ployed by the city of Philadelphia in 1755, in company with 
William Parsons, surveyor, to locate and lay out some of 
the streets, and one of their field-books is now in the pos- 
session of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

On the 6th of October, 1741, he was elected a member of 
the Common Council of Philadelphia, together with Robert 
Strettle, William Parsons, Andrew Hamilton, and Thomas 
Hopkinson. At that early period the mayors and alder- 
men of the city were elected by the Councilmen annually 
in the month of October, and it may be of interest, as 
showing the methods of these city Solons in transacting 
the public business, to produce some extracts from their 
minutes on one of these occasions of electing the mayor. 
At that time the holder of the office served without com- 
pensation, and perhaps this was one reason why sometimes, 
as will be seen from what follows, "the office sought the 
man," but failed to find him. 

On the 6th of October, 1747, Alderman Morris was by 
them chosen mayor. He not being present, Charles Willing 
and Samuel Rhoads were appointed a committee to wait 
upon him to inform him that the Board had chosen him 
for that office for the ensuing year. The two members 
appointed reported 

" that they had been to his house, and were told by his daughter that 
he had gone out of town. The Board being under some difficulty from 
want of knowing whether the Mayor elect would serve in the sd Office, 
concluded to meet again in the afternoon, to consider what was proper 
to be done on this Occasion." 

They accordingly met in the afternoon, and 
Vol. xix. — 5 
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" The Recorder informed the Board that he had consulted the Attorney 
General, and it was his Opinion that a written Notice should be sent to 
Alderman Morris's House, signifying he was so elected as aforesaid ; and 
likewise that a Messenger should be despatched into the Country where 
it was said he was gone, with a like Notice, and endeavour to procure 
his answer whether he would serve in the sd Office or not. In which 
Opinion a majority of the Board concurr'd." 

Accordingly two notices were prepared and the city seal 
affixed, one of which was delivered to Charles Stow, to be 
left with Alderman Morris's wife, and the other was de- 
livered to James Whitehead, to go up into Bucks County 
and endeavor to find the alderman himself. 

Charles Stow reported that he 

" had been to his Dwelling House, and read the Notice he was sent with 
to his Wife, and would have deliver'd it to her, but she refused to re- 
ceive it." 

James "Whitehead reported that he 

" had gone up into Bucks County, and at Trenton, where it was said 
Alderman Morris was gone, and tho' he had used his utmost Endeavours, 
that he had not been able to find him." 

Under these adverse circumstances, the Board decided 
that they must proceed to a new choice, and William At- 
wood was elected mayor. 

In the month of July, 1751, an act was passed by the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, founding the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, and providing that all persons who should contribute 
ten pounds or more towards its erection should be qualified 
to vote for managers thereof. At the first election, in this 
year, Samuel Rhoads was elected a manager, and was annu- 
ally re-elected until the year 1781, when he resigned, having 
been a manager for thirty successive years. 

On the 6th of October, 1761, he was elected an alderman 
for the city, and in the same year a member of the Assembly 
of the Province, serving from 1762 to October, 1764, with 
Benjamin Franklin as his colleague. A close and familiar 
intimacy was formed with Franklin, and was continued and 
maintained by correspondence while he was in Europe. 
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The minutes of the Assembly for those years throw but 
little light upon the part which Samuel Rhoads or any other 
member took in public affairs, notwithstanding the in- 
tense popular excitement which existed in the Province. 
The Indian war on the western frontier; the controversy 
with Governor John Penn, in 1764, about raising men and 
money for the defence of the Province, while the proprie- 
tary estates escaped taxation ; and the endeavor by petition 
to the King to change the government from proprietary to 
royal, were all subjects of the greatest popular interest, but 
no record is given of debates upon them. 

It has been said that one of the surest tests of the esti- 
mation in which a member of a legislative body is held by 
his colleagues is to ascertain upon what committees he has 
served. Judging by this rule, we infer that Samuel Rhoads 
was an influential member, since he was frequently appointed 
upon the most important committees, such as those on cor- 
respondence with Great Britain, on drafting replies to the 
governor, on revision of the laws, on raising revenue, etc. 

An interesting side-light is thrown on his character by a 
passage in the diary of Samuel Foulke, who was a member 
of the Assembly from 1761 to 1768. In giving an account 
of a debate on a bill for compensating masters whose appren- 
tices had enlisted in the French and Indian wars, he says 
that on the 1st of February, 1763, 

" a very close & tedious Debate arose, by reason of the Obstinate & in- 
terested bias of Some of the Members, of whom Sam 1 Rhoads and George 
Ashbridge were ye most unreasonable, who seem'd determined to Shut 
out Conviction & pay no regard to reason, untill at last Benj. Franklin 
Engaged (who by ye way is never forward to Engage), and managed the 
Dispute so wisely, with so much Clearness & Strength of reasoning as 
left them not a word more to say in Opposition." 1 

All that the printed minutes of the Assembly have to say 
of this bill is simply the following : " After a considerable 
debate, the bill was recommitted." 

Samuel Rhoads was chosen by the Assembly, on the 9th of 
August, 1762, a commissioner to attend a conference with 
1 Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. V. p. 64. 
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the Western Indians at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and pro- 
ceeded to that city, accompanied by Lieutenant-Governor 
Hamilton and other delegates, where the conference lasted 
about a week. 

He was again elected a member of the Assembly for the 
years 1771, 1772, 1773, and 1774. In the month of July, 
1774, he was chosen by the Assembly, in connection with 
Joseph Galloway, Thomas Mifflin, Charles Humphries, 
Edward Biddle, and George Ross, a delegate to the First 
Continental Congress, which assembled in Philadelphia, Sep- 
tember 4, 1774. "William Rawle, in describing the delegates, 
says of Samuel Rhoads that " he was a respectable mer- 
chant of Philadelphia, belonging to the Society of Friends — 
without the talent of speaking in public, he possessed much 
acuteness of mind, his judgment was sound, and his prac- 
tical information extensive." 

On the 4th of October of this year (1774) he was chosen 
mayor of Philadelphia by the Council, the duties of which 
office prevented his serving in Congress ; and it is noted in 
the minutes of the Assembly, under date of December 15, 
1774, that his holding that office was the reason of their 
omitting him in the delegation to the Second Continental 
Congress, which was held May 10, 1775. 

When the American Philosophical Society was founded, 
or rather reorganized, in 1743, Benjamin Franklin, in a letter 
to Cadwallader Colden, dated New York, April 5, 1744, 
stated that the Society went into full operation that year, 
and gave a list of the officers, among whom was Samuel 
Rhoads, who is designated as " Mechanician," which we 
understand to mean one versed in the science of mechanics 
and the construction of machines. He served for several 
years as one of the vice-presidents of the Society. He was 
for years a director of the Library Company of Philadel- 
phia. 

He was associated with Franklin in many projects or 
undertakings for the benefit and advancement of Phila- 
delphia ; an interesting instance of this is furnished in the 
following correspondence between them : 
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" Philadelphia 3 May, 1771. 

" Deak Friend, — I received thy kind favor of February 10 th , and am 
much obliged by the several useful papers, pamphlets, and samples con- 
tained therein. Thy friend Wooler has taken much pains in explaining 
the method of making our houses secure from fire, which I hope will be 
of great service. We are much obliged to him. I have given several 
little bits of the limestone to some of my acquaintances in the country, 
in hopes it may be found here. I am told they make lime in Berks 
County that will harden under water. I have sent for a sample of it, 
and will try it. We certainly have plenty of stone very like this in 
appearance, and I hope of the same quality. I am the more concerned 
for this discovery, as we are told it was very useful in the works under 
water of the Duke of Bridgewater's canal, and we expect shortly to be 
canal-mad, and may want it in such works also. 

" The growing trade of Baltimore Town in Maryland, drawn principally 
from our province west of the Susquehanna, begins to alarm us with 
serious apprehensions of such a rival, as may reduce us to the situation 
of Burlington and Newcastle on the Delaware ; and we can devise no 
means of saving ourselves but by a canal from the Susquehanna to the 
Schuylkill, and amending the navigation of all our rivers, so far as they 
lead towards our capital city. A great number of thy friends are very 
anxious for promoting this work, particularly the canal, if it is practi- 
cable, through the heart of the country. And as thou wast kind enough 
formerly to send me several papers relating to the navigation of Oalder 
river, I request the favor of adding thereto the last accounts and instruc- 
tions respecting canals, the construction of their floodgates, waste-gates, 
&c. The Assembly have ordered the Speaker to procure the remainder 
of the statutes to complete their set in the State House library, by which, 
I suppose, we shall have those relating to canals ; but, if they are to be 
had singly, please to send one or two, which are the most instructive in 
the rates, terms, conditions of carriage, and passing the grounds, and the 
cost shall be paid. 

" I congratulate thee on the prospect we have of the sum of money 
lodged in the bank for the Pennsylvania Hospital being now paid, and 
of thy pleasure in receiving it for that charity, which thou hadst so great 
a share in establishing. We last night executed a power of attorney to 
thee, Dr. Fothergill, and David Barclay to apply to the Court of Chan- 
cery in order to receive it ; and, lest our Hospital seal should not be 
sufficient evidence of our act and deed, we called three witnesses, who 
may be examined by your people on oath respecting the due executing 
the powers of attorney. If any difficulty should occur, you will not fail 
of acquainting us with it by the first opportunity. My wife, children, 

1 " Franklin's Works," by Jared Sparks, Vol. VII. pp. 518, 519. 
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and thy old friend Ann Paschal, desire to be kindly remembered to thee. 
Thy sincere and affectionate friend, 

" Samuel Ehoads." 



"Philadelphia May 30, 1772. 
" Dear Friend, — The several papers and pamphlets on canals came 
safe to hand, and I hope they will be useful, as I find the reports of the 
great Engineers, Smeaton and Brindley, concerning the Scotch canal, 
contain a great deal of instruction for us inexperienced Americans. I 
confess myself much obliged to them, and find, by thy sending these 
papers, and so far adopting the project, that canalling grows more into 
credit among us. At first it was looked upon as a wild, chimerical project, 
which all the strength of America could never execute. Now it is hoped 
for, in time to come. I should have made this acknowledgment by Fal- 
coner, but was then out of town with the ingenious David Bittenhouse, 
on an examination of the ground, in order to judge of the practicability 
of a canal between the Schuylkill and Susquehanna, to save our western 
trade from total loss. As he was taken sick on the road, and I was not 
very well, our discoveries are yet too imperfect to communicate to thee ; 
except that, on levelling the waters of the Schuylkill, we find that river 
to ascend, or the bed of it to rise, near sixty feet in less than twenty 
miles, and I suppose it to continue the same ascent to Beading. 
" Thy sincere and affectionate friend 

"Samuel Bhoads." 

FROM BENJAMIN FKANKLIN TO SAMUEL KHOADS. 2 

" London Augt. 22, 1772. 
" Dear Friend, — I think I before acknowledg'd your Favour of 
Feb. 29. I have since received that of May 30. I am glad my Canal 
Papers were agreeable to you. I fancy work of that kind is set on foot 
in America. I think it would be saving Money to engage by a handsome 
Salary an Engineer from home who has been accustomed to such Busi- 
ness. The many Canals on foot here under different great Masters are 
daily raising a number of Pupils in the Art, some of whom may want 
Employment hereafter, and a single Mistake thro' Inexperience, in such 
important Works, may cost much more than the Expense of Salary to 
an ingenious young Man already well acquainted with both Principles 
and Practice. This the Irish have learnt at a dear rate in the first 
Attempt of their great Canal, and are now endeavoring to get Smeaton 

1 " Franklin's Works," by Jared Sparks, Vol. VII. pp. 518, 519. 

* The original of this letter is in the possession of Mr. John Tobias 
Wagner, of Phosnixville, Pennsylvania. Some other letters of Franklin 
to Samuel Bhoads will be found in the Pennsylvania Magazine, 
Vol. XV. p. 35. 
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to come and rectify their Errors. With regard to your Question, whether 
it is best to make the Skuylkill a part of the Navigation to the back 
Country, or whether the Difficulty of that Eiver, subject to all the Incon- 
veniences of Floods, Ice, &c. will not be greater than the Expense of 
Digging, Locks, &c, I can only say, that here they look on the constant 
practicability of a Navigation, allowing Boats to pass and repass at all 
Times and Seasons, without Hindrance, to be a point of the greatest 
Importance, and therefore they seldom or ever use a Kiver where it can 
be avoided. Locks in Eivers are subject to many more Accidents than 
those in still water Canals; "and the Carrying away a few Locks by 
Freshes or Ice, not only creates a great Expense, but interrupts Business 
for a long time till Kepairs are made; which may soon be destroyed 
again, and thus the Carrying on a Course of Business by such a Navi- 
gation be discouraged, as subject to frequent Interruptions. The Toll, 
too, must be higher to pay for such Repairs. Eivers are ungovernable 
things, especially in Hilly Countries. Canals are quiet and very man- 
ageable. Therefore they are often carried on here by the Sides of Rivers, 
only on Ground above the Eeach of Floods, no other Use being made of 
the Eivers than to supply occasionally the waste of water in the Canals. 

" I warmly wish Success to every Attempt for Improvement of our dear 
Country ; and am with sincere Esteem, 

" Yours, most affectionately, 

"B. Franklin. 

" I congratulate you on the Change of our American Minister. The 
present has more favorable Disposition towards us than his predecessor. 

"To Samuel Ehoads, Esq., Philadelphia." 

Samuel Rhoads married, May 12, 1737, Elizabeth Chandler. 
He died April 7, 1784, leaving what was then considered a 
large estate. They had three children, viz. : 

1. Mary, who married, in 1764, Thomas Franklin, of New 
York. She died in 1779, before her father. Their descend- 
ants include Major-General "William Buel Franklin, of 
Hartford, Connecticut ; Rear-Admiral Samuel Rhoads 
Franklin, of "Washington, D.G.; and the Atlee family, of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

2. Samuel, Jr., who married, in 1765, Sarah, daughter of 
Israel Pemberton. Of their children, Elizabeth, who mar- 
ried Samuel W. Fisher, is the only one who has descendants 
now living, these being the children of Rhoads Fisher, in 
Texas, and of Coleman Fisher, in Philadelphia. 

3. Hannah, who died unmarried in 1797. 



